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When did they start calling it Genbaku Dome?

Regarding the name of this ruin that tells the disaster of HROSHIMA, the City of Hiroshima
says that citizens naturally started calling it Genbaku (A-Bomb) Dome and that it didn’ t
come from any particular person or time. In other words, nhobody knows where the name
came from. We have been calling this world-renowned ruin by its nickname. We collected
clues from old memoires and journals. We also sent out a questionnaire to 500 hibakusha
and conducted interviews. What emerged is a new fact that had never been revealed
before. What feelings of the atomic bombed city HIROSHIMA does the name Genlbaku
Dome carry?
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Hiroshima City is home to the Radiation Effects Research Foundation (known as RERF), a
Japan-US joint research facility which studies the effects of radiation on the human body.
Formerly the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC), it was founded by the US, who
knew about the effects of radiation on humans before the bomb was ever used in
warfare. After the bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, they founded the
ABCC to research the long-term effects that the weapon would have.
Who was the RERF was founded for and for what purpose? Here we take a look at the
history of this research facility from the very beginning to where they are today, and
consider their role in the future.
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The atomic bombing 76 years ago instantly scorched the entire city of Hiroshima. Just two
months later, amidst the ruins, a 26-year-old young man set up a camp for orphans with
his own money. He named it Hiroshima Shinsei Gakuen, meaning Hiroshima new life school.
Most of the orphans from those days had severed all ties with their past, keeping it a
secret even from their adopted families. There was also very little documentation on them.
This program traces the unknown history of a facility that once stood on scorched land, as
it conveys the wishes for peace that has brought us to the present, and sheds light on the
fact that many children were at the mercy of war.
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